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Surveying Distr ict  of Kansas and Nebraska 

t e r r i t o r i e s ,  and of t h e  D i s t r i c t  of 
Nebraska, i n c l u d i n q  Iowa // Cubic F t :  13  

No. o f  I tems: 10,000 and 26 r o l l s  of  microf i lm 

HISTORICAL NOTE 

The surveying d i s t r i c t  o f  Kansas and Nebraska T e r r i r o r i e s  
was c r e a t e d  by a c t  of  Congress i n  Ju ly ,  1854, under t h e  j u r i s -  
d i c t i o n  of t h e  United S t a t e s  General Land Of f i ce .  John Calhoun 
was appointed Surveyor Genera l ,  and t h e  f i r s t  o f f i c e  was l o c a t e d  
a t  F o r t  Leavenworth, Kansas. The o f f i c e  was moved i n  1855 t o  
Wyandotte, Kansas; i n  1856 t o  Lecompton, Kansas; i n  1858 t o  
nebraska C i t y ,  Nebraska; and upon Kansasq e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  Union, 
it was moved back t o  Leavenwortha I n  1867 Kansas bacame a 
s e p a r a t e  surveying d i s t r i c t ,  and t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f  Nebraska, 
i nc lud ing  Iowa, was formed. A t  t h i s  t ime t h e  o f f i c e  was l o c a t e d  
a t  P la t t smouth ,  Nebraska. By 1886,  t h e  surveys  of t h e  s t a t e  
were completed, wi th  t h e  excep t ion  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  and Ind ian  
r e s e r v a t i o n s  and t h e  n o r t h e r n  border .  I n  September of t h a t  y e a r ,  
t h e  o f f i c e  was suspended and i t s  f u n c t i o n s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  
U o  S o  Land O f f i c e  i n  L incoln*  

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

'This c o l l e c t i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  19 boxes of a r c h i v a l  m a t e r i a l ,  
29 bound volumes, and 26 r o l l s  of  microf i lm arranged i n  16 s e r i e s :  
1 )  Records on microf i lm;  ( 2 )  L e t t e r s  from t h e  Commissioner 
of t h e  General Land Off ice  t o  t h e  Surveyor General ,  1854-1886: 
3 )  L e t t e r s  from deputy su rveyor s  t o  t h e  Surveyor General ,  
D i s t r i c t  of Nebraska and Kansas; ( 4 )  L e t t e r s  from r e g i s t e r s  
of t h e  l o c a l  l a n d  o f f i c e s  t o  t h e  Surveyor Genera l ,  1856-1886; 
( 5 )  L e t t e r s  from t h e  U.S. Treasury  Department t o  t h e  Surveyor 
General ,  1879-1886; ( 6 )  General  correspondence,  1855-1897; ( 7 )  
C o n t r a c t s  and bonds; 1854-1904; ( 8 )  Commissions and o a t h s ,  1854-
1881; ( 9 )  Powers o f  At torney ,  1855-1863; ( 1 0 )  General Land 
O f f i c e  c i r c u l a r s ,  1856-1891; (11) Disburs ing accounts ,  1879-
1885; ( 1 2 )  Q u a r t e r l y  r e c e i p t s ,  1868-1883; ( 1 3 )  Monthly bank 
s t a t emen t s ,  1879-1886; (14 )  App l i ca t ions  f o r  surveys ,  1881-
1882; ( 1 5 )  Le t t e rbooks ,  1855-1867; and ( 1 6 )  Miscel lany.  

T h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f t h e  o f f i c e  of 
Surveyor General o f  Kansas and Nebraska, and t o  t h e  surveys  of 
Nebraska by government surveyors  under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  & t h e  
Surveyor General .  The bulk of t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  c o n s i s t s  of bound 
volumes of incoming and outgoing correspondence between t h e  
U. S. General Land O f f i c e ,  t h e  Surveyor General ,  and t h e  
deputy surveyors .  T h i s  correspondence r e l a t e s  t o  surveys ,  i n d i a n  
a t t a c k s  on surveying p a r t i e s ,  t h e  Nelson Buck p a r t y ,  boundar ies  
and a d d i t i o n s  t o  m i l i t a r y  and i n d i a n  r e s e r v a t i o n s ,  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  
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and in fo rma t ion  and i n s t r u c t i o n s  r ega rd ing  surveys  and t h e  
marking of  boundar ies .  T h i s  correspondence was assembled 
by Robert Harvey of  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  Commissioner of  P u b l i c  
Lands and Bu i ld ings ,  1902-1908, and i s  indexed by s u b j e c t  and 
chronol.ogically.  

Add i t i ona l  m a t e r i a l  w i t h i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  i n c l u d e s  
c o n t r a c t s  and bonds f o r  t h e  su rveys  of Nebraska, l and  c i r -  
c u l a r s ,  and f i n a n c i a l  r eco rds .  A major p o r t i o n  of  t h e  
c o l l e c t i o n  c o n s i s t s  of  microf i lm con ta in ing  correspondence 
from t h e  General  Land O f f i c e  t o  t h e  Surveyor General ,  1850-
1852,  and 1865-1868; and microf i lm of t h e  o r i g i n a l  s u r v e y o r ' s  
f i e l d  notebooks of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  e x t e r i o r  township surveys  of  
t h e  S t a t e .  P o r t i o n s  of  t h i s  microf i lm a r e  from t h e  Na t iona l  
Archives and Records S e r v i c e ,  RG49, Records o f  t h e  Bureau of 
Land Manaqement. The S u r v e y o r ' s  f i e l d  notebooks were f i lmed  
by t h e  microf i lm d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  Archives  from t h e  o r i q -  
i n a l s  on f i l e  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of  t h e  S t a t e  Surveyor. 

DESCRIPTION 

SERIES ONE RECORDS ON MICROFILM ( she lved  i n  t h e  newspaper 
room 

Rol l  1 L e t t e r s  from t h e  General Land O f f i c e  t o  
Surveyor Gene ra l ,  Aug. 20, 1850-July 9 ,  1852. 
(NARS RG49) 

Rol l  2 L e t t e r s  from t h e  General Land O f f i c e  t o  
Surveyor Genera l ,  May 1 9 ,  1865-Feb. 5 ,  1868 

Rol l  3-26 F i e l d  notebooks o f  deputy su rveyor s ,  e x t e r i o r  
township su rveys  of Nebraska, i n c l u d i n g  some 
i n t e r i o r  su rveys  of e a s t e r n  Nebraska coun t i e s .  
Index a t  t h e  beginning of  r o l l  3 ,  and add i t i on -
a l  c o p i e s  a r e  on f i l e  i n  t h e  newspaper room 
( f i lmed  from o r i q i n a l  r e c o r d s  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  

, o f  t h e  S t a t e  Surveyor ,  S t a t e  C a p i t o l )  

film SERIES TWO LETTERS FROM THE COMMISSIONER OF THE 
GENERAL LAND OFFICE TO THE SURVEYOR 
GENERAL, 1854-1886 

Box 1 
V 0 l .  1 

P a r t  1 D i s t r i c t  o f  Kansas & Nebraska 

Box 2 
Vol. 2 D i s t r i c t  of  Nebraska and Iowa 

?! t t  t t  f ,  ,,Vol. 3 
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B o x  3 
V o l .  4 D i s t r i c t  of N e b r a s k a  and I o w a  1 8 7 0 - 1 8 7 1  
V O l .  5 ,, t ,  ,, vt 1 t r  t~ 1 8 7 2 - 1 8 7 3  

B o x  4 
V o l .  6 D i s t r i c t  of N e b r a s k a  and I o w a  1 8 7 4 - 1 8 7 5  

N o t  i n  c o l l e c t i o n  

B o x  5 
V o l .  8 a n d  I o w a  1 8 8 0 - 1 8 8 2  
V o l .  9 1883-1884r t  T % 

V a l .  10  ,, t v  1 
B o x  6 

V o l .  1 0  D i s t r i c t  of N e b r a s k a  and I o w a  1884-1886 

film S E R I E S  THREE L E T T E R S  FROM DEPUTY SURVEYORS T O  SURVEYOR 
GENERAL, D I S T R I C T  O F  KANSAS AND NEBRASKA 

( a l p h a b e t i c a l ,  by n a m e )  

B o x  6 
V o l .  1 A l l s o n  t o  D a v e n p o r t  

B o x  7 
V o l .  2 D a v i s  t o  O s b o r n e  
V o l .  3 P a r k  t o  W i l t s e  

( '  
fi lm S E R I E S  FOUR L E T T E R S  FROM R E G I S T E R S  O F  T H E  LOCAL U.S.  

LAND O F F I C E S  T O  T H E  SURVEYOR GENERAL, 
1856-1886 

B o x  8 
Fo lde r  1 1856-1858 
Fo lde r  2 1 8 5 9 - 1 8 6 2  
Fo lde r  3 1863-1868 
F o l d e r  4 1 8 6 9 - 1 8 7 g  
Fo lde r  5 1 8 7 2 - 1 8 7 3  
F o l d e r  6 1 8 7 4 - 1 8 7 7  
Fo lder  7 1878-1886 

film S E R I E S  F I V E  L E T T E R S  FROM U.S .  TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
T O  SURVEYOR GENERAL, 1 8 7 9 - 1 8 8 6  

B o x  9 
F o l d e r  1 1 8 7 9 - 1 8 8 2  
Fo lde r  2 1883-1886 

film S E R I E S  S I X  GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE, 1 8 5 5 - 1 8 9 7  

B o x  9 
F o l d e r  1 1855-1856 
F o l d e r  2 1857-1858 
F o l d e r  3 1859-1866; i nc ludes  le t te rs  r e l a t i n g  t o  

the  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  F t .  K e a r n y ;  1849 
P a w n e e  T rea ty ;  F t .  M c P h e r s o n .  
















